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Mxr, Wichael H. Heradon

Attorney for ths Board of Education
for tha City of Thamasville

108 North Crawford Strest

Thomasvyille, Georgls 31792

Dear Mr., Heradom:

This is in refereuce to Act No., 413 of the 1973
Georzla Gemasral Assenbly which changzes the method of
electing nembars of the Board of Zducation in the City
of Thorasvilie, which you submitted to the Atteimey
General pursuant to Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act
of 1965,

The plan which was submitted, 4ct 418, differs
very little from the oziginal plan, to which the Attormey
General intexrposed gn objection om August 24, 1972. The
plan retains, partiaily, the same featuxres, namely,
majority reguirament and numbered posts, to which ocur
cbjection of August 1572 was directed. The modificaticm
in the plan wercly substitutes a reslideancy requirement
for the numbered post requirement in three of the seven
board of education positicnis. In our view, there is
littie difiference between the raclal effect of at-larze
voting with majority and residercy requirsments and
at-iarge voting with majority and mmbered post require-
ments. In either situatiom, and for the reagons poiated
out in ouxr August 24, 1972, letter, the dilutive effect
cn mincrity voting rights would be the sasme. Consequently,
wa are unabia o comclude, 28 we must umnder the Voting
Rights Act, that thils plan will not have the effect of
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denying or abridging the right to yote om accoumt of
Yace or color. I must, therefore, on behalf of the
Attorney General, interpose am objection to the
implementation of this plam,

Of course, Section 5 permits you to seek a
declaratory judgment from the District Court for the
Pistrict of Columbia that this plan neithexr has the
purpose nor will have the effect of denying or asbridging
thas right to vote an account of race. Until such a
Jjudgment is rendered by that court, however, the legal
effect of the objection of the Attorney General is to
render wunenforceable this change in the method of
electing members of the Board of Educatlemcin Thomasville.

Sincarely,

J. STANLEY POTTIMGER
‘Assigtant Attoragy Gemeral
Civil Rights Division




